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About the Barcelona Chamber of Commerce

http://www.cambrabcn.org/
http://www.cambrabcn.org/


How do we help entrepreneurs?

Free-of-charge procedures (legal incorporation)

Free advice to unemployed people, young people

and women who want to start a business

Cooperation with senior/retired entrepreneurs

Connection and referral to other entities of the

“ecosystem”



Give and share resources, guidelines, hints, clues on…

● The entrepreneurship ecosystem in Catalonia/Barcelona

● Funding schemes available for entrepreneurs or early 

stage businesses

● An overview on the legal framework to become self-

employed and to incorporate a limited company in Spain

Objectives



Source: Eurostat

Unemployment, in % of active population 
(annual average)
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High 

unemployment? 

Crisis?

Let’s foster

entrepreneurship!

Part of the solution ?



% of population 18-64 years involved in 
entrepreneurship* 

Source: GEM
* Businesses between 0-3 years
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TOP-10 growing sectors in Spain                        
(in number of companies)

2013-2017 ( Var. in %)

1. Professional, scientific and technic activities (+31,4%)

2. Consulting and management activities (+30,2%)

3. Creative, arts and entertainment activities (+23,8%)

4. Education (+23,8%)

5. Postal and mailing activities (+23,8%)

6. Real estate activities (+23,5%)

7. Sport activities (+21,8%)

8. Association and cultural activities (+21,7%)

9. Business support activities (+21,4%) (call centers, event

organization, packaging…)

10. Telecommunications (+19,3%)

18% 
of total

Source: DIRCE (INE)

http://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/es/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736160707&menu=ultiDatos&idp=1254735576550


TOP-10 sectors in Spain (in number of companies)

2010

1. Retail (except motor vehicles)

2. Construction of buildings 

3. Restaurants and bars

4. Wholesale trade (except motor vehicles)

5. Specialized construction 

6. Land and pipeline transport

7. Legal and accounting activities

8. Architecture and engineering technical 

services

9. Real estate activities

10. Health activities

2017

1. Retail (except motor vehicles)

2. Restaurants and bars

3. Wholesale trade (except motor vehicles)

4. Construction of buildings

5. Specialized construction

6. Real estate activities 

7. Land and pipeline transport

8. Legal and accounting activities

9. Health activities

10. Other personal services (gyms, 

hairdresser’s, dry cleaners, funeral services…)

64%
of total

67%
of total

Source: DIRCE (INE)

http://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/es/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736160707&menu=ultiDatos&idp=1254735576550


Investment in start-ups Q1-2011 Q3-2016 
(million €)

Source: Dealroom.co data



Venture capital raised by city

Source: Dealroom.co Data

Why Investors Are Looking To Barcelona For The Next Big Thing

https://blog.itnig.net/why-investors-are-looking-to-barcelona-for-the-next-big-thing-83880641dfc2#.fhuc2ppyj


Entrepreneurship ecosystem

Policy

Finance

Culture

Support

Human capital

Markets

• Entrepreneur-friendly associations

• Support professions: legal, accounting…

• Incubators, accelerators, clusters

• Regulatory-framework incentives

• Entrepreneurship strategy of the government

• Financial support

• Micro-loans

• Angel investors

• VC’s

• Visible success stories

• Tolerance of risks, mistakes, failure

Source: Daniel Isenberg, BABSON

• Early adopters

• Distribution channels

• Skilled/unskilled

• Educational institutions

• Specific entrepreneurship training

http://entrepreneurial-revolution.com/


• Single point contacts to set up a business in Spain.

• Social Security “discounts” for new self-employed.

• Unemployed people can receive, in a single advanced 

payment, the 100% of their unemployment subsidy 

to start their own company.

• Online directory “Serveis per emprendre” / Public 

programs Xarxa Emprèn and Start-up Catalonia.

• Express procedures for residence and work of non-EU 

entrepreneurs and investors.

Policies to promote entrepreneurship

http://serveisperemprendre.gencat.cat/serveis-per-emprendre/en
http://catalunyaempren.gencat.cat/inicia/cat/
http://catalonia.com/startups-in-catalonia/
http://www.investinspain.org/invest/en/-invest-in-spain/entrepreneurs-law-residence-programme/entrepreneurs/index.html


The Help desks for Entrepreneurs (Puntos de Atención al 

Emprendedor – PAE) are centers where entrepreneurs receive 

advice and assistance with the administrative procedures to setting 

up the company through the Single Electronic Document (DUE). 

There are more than 1.000 PAEs in Spain. 

PAE’s: “Help desks” for entrepreneurs

http://portal.circe.es/en-US/Paginas/home.aspx
http://portal.circe.es/en-US/Paginas/home.aspx


Online directory of services for entrepreneurs

Comprehensive catalogue of services for 

entrepreneurs provided by public and private 

institutions (business associations, 

universities, private investors…)

http://catempren.gencat.cat/serveis-per-emprendre/en
http://catempren.gencat.cat/serveis-per-emprendre/en


Online directory of services for entrepreneurs

http://w153.bcn.cat/#/
http://w153.bcn.cat/#/


The Catalan Government launched it in 2014:

Addressed to new companies with high growth potential.

 It comprises 2 different programs: one focused on accelerate the

first sales and another one focused on internationalization

Duration between 6 and 8 months

Mentorship to professionalize teams (from entrepreneur to

businessman) and help the start-up grow

Public programs in Catalonia

First stage entrepreneurship: Xarxa Emprèn

Second stage entrepreneurship: Start-up Catalonia.

http://catalunyaempren.gencat.cat/inicia/cat/
http://catalonia.com/startups-in-catalonia/startup-services/services-for-startups.jsp
http://accio.gencat.cat/cat/estrategia-empresarial/start-ups/start-upcatalonia/index.jsp


Oficina d’Atenció a les

Empreses

Services addressed to

entrepreneurs and

SMEs

Training seminars

Specific programs (e-

commerce, tourism,

handmade…)

Landing services

Public institutions in Barcelona

http://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/emprenedoria/en/emprenedoria/tailor-made-programs/index.jsp
https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/en/
http://empresa.barcelonactiva.cat/empresa/es/
http://empresa.barcelonactiva.cat/empresa/es/


The Spanish Government provides a Social Security

discount on the contribution basis (80% first 12 months,

50% next 6 months and 30% next 6 months) to people

who want to establish themselves as self-employed

workers.

You do not have to apply for the discount, it is

automatically applied

Unemployed people can receive, in a single advanced

payment, the 100% of their unemployment subsidy to

start their own company.

Social Security discounts and unemployment subsidy
to start-up

http://www.seg-social.es/Internet_6/Empresarios/CotizacionRecaudaci10441/BenfCot2k10/142486
http://www.seg-social.es/Internet_6/Trabajadores/CotizacionRecaudaci10777/Basesytiposdecotiza36537/index.htm#36550_6
https://www.sepe.es/contenidos/autonomos/prestaciones_ayudas/capitaliza_tu_prestacion.html


Entrepreneurship ecosystem: finance

• Micro-loans (Microbank)

• Equity loans (ENISA)

• Public financial institutions: ICF and ICO

• Angel investors networks



Micro-loans

• Loans with no collateral or 
guarantees required

• The loan is acquired by the 
individual, not the company

• Limited to 25,000 €
• Usually higher interest rate 

than conventional loans, but 
no bank fees instead

• Approval criteria: provide a 
viable business plan validated 
by institutions (Chambers of 
Commerce, Local Government 
Agencies…), be a trustworthy 
entrepreneur (no defaulted 
debt) 

• Microbank

http://www.microbank.com/index_en.html


Micro-loans programs: pros and cons



ENISA: public company that finances viable and innovative
enterprises through equity loans

http://www.enisa.es/
http://www.enisa.es/


Approval criteria

● Applicant must be SME and limited company (no large 

companies, no sole traders/freelancers)

● Company’s registered office in Spain

● Business plan that reflects the technical and economic 

viability of the company

● Good management team (no one-man companies)

● Financial autonomy. It requires a contribution of equity by 

the founders, at least equal to the amount requested from 

ENISA.

ENISA: public company that finances viable and innovative
enterprises through equity loans

https://portaldelcliente.enisa.es:8444/enisa-sso/login?service=http://portaldelcliente.enisa.es/c/portal/login


Public financial institutions: ICF

- Company must be 
based in Catalonia 
(registered 
office/legal address)

- ICF loans: some are 
direct financing 
facilities, other are 
second-floor 
facilities (loan 
approved and 
default risk assumed 
by commercial bank)

http://www.icf.cat/en/qui-som/grup-icf/
http://www.icf.cat/en/qui-som/grup-icf/


Public financial institutions: ICO

- Companies must
have a registered
office in Spain

- ICO second-floor 
facilities for 
entrepreneurs 
and SMEs

http://www.ico.es/web/ico/empresas-y-emprendedores


Angel investors: main networks in Spain

AEBAN is the Spanish Association 
of angel investors networks

Most active networks in 
Catalonia: 

ESADE BAN
Xarxa d'Inversors Privats i Family Offices de 
l'IESE
Keiretsu Fòrum BA Barcelona
Business Angels Network Catalunya
BCN Business Angels
EIX Technova
Antai Business Angels
SeedRocket
NECOTIUM
Know Capital BA
First Tuesday
Col·legi d'Economistes de Catalunya

http://www.aeban.es/
http://www.esadeban.com/
http://www.iese.edu/es/empresas-instituciones/apoyo-nuevas-empresas/business-angels/
http://www.keiretsuforum.es/
http://www.bancat.com/
http://www.bcnba.com/index.php/es/
http://www.eixtechnova.org/
http://blog.antai-ban.com/
http://www.seedrocket.com/
http://www.necotium.org/
http://www.knowcapital.net/
http://www.firsttuesday.es/
http://www.coleconomistes.cat/Paginas/Ficha.aspx?IdMenu=3db69583-b264-496e-ae9c-ae48e750bc23&Idioma=ca-ES


Entrepreneur-friendly associations

Barcelona Loves 

Entrepreneurs

BLE connects the 

“circles” of the 

ecosystem by 

hosting informal 

events, dinners, 

afterworks on 

specific 

topics/sectors

http://www.barcelonalovesentrepreneurs.com/
http://www.barcelonalovesentrepreneurs.com/


Entrepreneur-friendly associations

SECOT

Retired 

entrepreneurs/ 

executives

Individual counseling 

and mentoring

Training (business 

plans, marketing, 

financial 

management…)

https://secotbcn.cat/es/
https://secotbcn.cat/es/


Support professions for entrepreneurs

Professional associations  

“Gestores administrativos”: 

comprehensive services on 

legal, accounting and 

labour issues 

http://gestors.cat/es
http://gestors.cat/es


SeedRocket Accelerator located 

in the City Council incubator. It 

combines training, mentorship 

and networking

Support: Incubators, accelerators

Conector: 

Presence in 

Barcelona and 

Madrid. For digital 

projects on TIME. 

Teams, not sole 

traders.

http://www.seedrocket.com/
http://www.seedrocket.com/
http://www.conector.com/
http://www.conector.com/


Support: Incubators, accelerators

• City Council incubators in Barcelona: 

Glòries Business Incubator: for new businesses (<1 

year), must have a viable BP validated by Barcelona 

Activa

Almogàvers Business Factory: to be admitted, you have 

to be connected to some of the partners of the City 

Council (UPF, Cowocat, Incubio, EGI Group…)

http://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/emprenedoria/en/incubacio/incubadores/glories.jsp
http://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/emprenedoria/en/incubacio/incubadores/ABF.jsp


Spanish red tape?



• There are two basic ways to set up a business in 
Spain: 

o As a sole trader (autónomo)

o As a limited company (Sociedad Limitada, 
Sociedad Anónima and Cooperativa being the 
more common forms of companies)

Setting up a business in Spain



When you are an “autónomo”, you run your own 
business as an individual and are self-employed.

That means you’re personally responsible for any losses 
your business makes.

You can employ staff - being an “autónomo” means 
you’re responsible for the business, not that you have to 
work alone.

Details of the proceedings to become self-employed
here

Becoming self-employed in Spain

http://web.gencat.cat/en/tramits/que-cal-fer-si/vull-fer-me-autonom/


The Limited Liability Company is known as S.L or S.R.L 
(Sociedad Limitada, Sociedad de Responsabilidad
Limitada)

The minimum capital is €3,000 and must be fully paid in 
at the time of formation. It can be either cash or non-
cash contributions (no taxation is required for non-cash 
contributions)

Number of shareholders: minimum 1, no maximum

Details of the proceedings to incorporate a limited
company here

Incorporating a limited company in Spain

http://www.investinspain.org/invest/en/-invest-in-spain/setting-up-a-business/limited-liability-company-s-l/index.html


Weak spots of the ecosystem

Tax scheme not adapted to early stage business / self

employed

Red tape, especially for brick-and-mortar businesses

Lack of VCs investing in seed/early stage businesses

Poor communication among the agents of the

ecosystem

No real second chance in case of failure (most debts

are not eligible)



Weak spots of the ecosystem

Marc Parish, Co-Founder of 
equity crowdfunding 
platform Crowdcube

http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/barcelona/entrevista-marc-parish-cofundador-crowdcube-espana-5360353
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/barcelona/entrevista-marc-parish-cofundador-crowdcube-espana-5360353
http://www.crowdcube.es/


Thank you!

Paloma Miranda Santos

Cambra de Comerç de Barcelona

pmiranda@cambrabcn.org

902 448 448 Ext. 5454

Av. Diagonal, 452

08006 Barcelona

mailto:pmiranda@cambrabcn.org

